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THE  TRAIL  OF  THE  TOWN  PLANNERS 

TORONTO,  founded  in  1749  as  a  French  trading 
post,  is  situated  on  the  north-west  shore  of  Lake 
Ontario,  which  is  oblong  in  shape,  being  about 

one  hundred  and  ninety  miles  long,  with  a  breadth  of 

Bfty-five  miles  at  its  broadest  part. 

As  stated  in  a  despatch  of  M.  de  Longueuil,  dated 
17S2,  it  received  the  name  Fort  ^i,  lille  from  the  French 
Colonial  Minister  of  the  period,  Antoine  Louis  Rouille, 
Count  de  Jouy.  The  fort  was  erected  as  a  rival  trading 
post  to  that  which  the  F  nglish  had  obtained  permission 
from  the  Iroquois  to  build  at  Choneguen,  or  Oswego, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  latter  river. 

A  granite  boulder  in  Exhibition  Park  commemorates 
the  spot  where  old  Fort  Rouille  stood,  and  bears  this 
inscription  ; — 


1,.  .k.  .uct   »ite  of  Fort  Roullle,  commonly 

ir.^c^wr.rrmm.1^^^       -  >.  o— •• 

Adminittr.tor  of  New  Pruice,  1747-1749. 

•■  Br«..d  by  .h.  Corror..lon  of  th.  Cl.y  of  Toronto.  A.D.  187». 

In  1759  the  cro..  of  St.  George  di.pl.ced  the  lilie.  of 
France  on  the  r.mp^t.  of  Quebec,  .nd  aU  C.n.d.  w.s 
transferred  to  the  British  Crown. 

Inthenext  fifty  years  Uttle  was  ""'I  of  ?->«  RouiU. 
either  a.  a  military  or  a.  a  trading  post,  the  Ind.an.  who 
loundtheir  way  to  the  laU.  down  the  "umber  Prefernng 
to  cross  to  Fort  Niagara  for  the  exchange  of  commodities. 
With  the  closing  of  the  eighteenth  century  L'"""""*" 
General  John  Graves  Simcoe  appeared  »"  *«  "ce"'- 
He  was  sworn  in  as  Lieutenant-Governor  July  8th.  1792, 


and  convened  the  first  Parliament  of  Upper  Canada  at 
Newark,  September  17th.  1792.  Finding  that  the.  old 
French  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  was  to  be  given  up 
to  the  Americans,  he  determined  to  look  elsewhere  for 
a  new  site  for  the  capital  of  the  Province.  He  entered 
Toronto  Bay  in  May,  1793,  selected  a  landing  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Don,  pitched  his  csnvas  tent,  and  called 
the  place  "York." 

In  the  same  year  he  transferred  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment from  Newark  (now  called  "  Niagara-on-the-Lake") 
to  York,  which  on  March  6th,  1834,  was  incorporated  as 
a  city  and  its  name  changed  to  "Toronto,"  which  in  the 
language  of  the  Indians,  means  a  place  of  meeting. 
York,  or  Toronto,  then  had  a  population  of  about  10,000. 
When  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  were  united,  Toronto 
lost  its  status  as  the  capital  of  the  Provir  e,  but  regained 
it  when  Confederation  took  place  in  1'  .  The  City  is 
built  on  land  sloping  gradually  up  lirom  the  lake,  and  on 
the  ridge  or  tableland  which  is  from  200  to  30C  feet  above 
its  level.  This  ridge  formed  the  shore  line,  in  a;'s 
past,  of  a  much  larger  body  of  water. 

Besides  being  the  capital  of  the  Province,  Toronto  is 
also  the  seat  of  the  Provincial  Law  Courts  and  of  the 
University  of  Toronto,  which  has  more  registered 
students  than  any  other  imiversity  in  the  British  Empire. 
The  population  is  almost  exclusively  composed  of 
English-speaking  people  of  British  origin.  The  resi- 
dential sections  are  characterized  by  detached  houses 
with  surrounding  grounds  expressive  of  true  home  life. 

HARBOUR 
The  development  of  the  waterfron'.  on  a  large  and  com- 
prehensive scale  is  well  in  hand.    A  Board  of  Harbour 
Commissioners  was  appointed  in  1911.    Their  plans  call 


for  an  expenditure  of  about  $20,000,000  and  make  pro- 
vision for  accommodation  for  deep-draught  vessels, 
splendid  industrial  areas,  and  a  waterfront  parkway  and 
boulevard  drive  which  will  have  few  equals  on  the 
continent. 

PARKS   AND    PARKWAYS 
The  total  area  is  1,743  acres,  of  which  33S  acres  are  in 
High  Park,  234  in  Exhibition,  108  in  Riverdale,  and  37 
in  Queen's  Park. 

The  River  Humber  flows  through  a  beautiful  valley 
near  the  western  limits,  while  the  Don  flows  through  an 
equally  beautiful  district  in  the  east.  A  syndicate  has 
purchased  all  the  land  in,  and  close  to,  the  Humber 
Valley  from  the  Lake  to  the  Lambton  Golf  Grounds — 
a  distance  of  about  three  miles— and  will  create  a  high- 
class  residential  area.  By  agreement  with  the  City  the 
bed  of  the  Humber  River,  boulevard  100  feet  wide 
and  about  250  acres  of  park  land  have  been  dedicated  to 
the  City  for  park  purposes,  the  City  agreeing  to  spend  a 
certain  amount  on  the  construction  of  the  drive  and 
bridges.  This  drive  will  connect,  at  the  lake  front,  with 
the  road  along  the  waterfront  which  is  to  form  part  of 
the  Harbour  improvement  and  will  give  a  continuous 
route  of  about  fourteen  miles.  This  in  turn  will  form 
a  portion  of  a  proposed  outer  boulevard  which  will 
embrace  the  waterfront  and  Island  on  the  south,  the 
Humber  on  the  west,  the  beautiful  ravine  and  tableland 
on  the  north,  and  the  Don  Valley  on  the  east  and  will 
connect  with  the  eastern  end  of  the  Harbour  improve- 
ment, thus  making  a  complete  circuit  of  the  City. 

EXHIBITION 
The  Canadian  National  Exhibition  dates  from  1879.     An 
annual   Exhibition   is  held   under  the    government    of 


MAIN  ENTRANCE  OF  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

directors  elected  by  the  City  Council,  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  other  bodies.  The  City  furnishes  the  grounds 
and  buildings.  The  attendance  grows  steadily  and  has 
now  reached  the  million  mark  for  the  twelve  days  during 
which  it  is  open. 


A  CITY  OF  HOMES 

Over  forty-six  per  cent,  of  Toronto  houses  are  occupied 
by  their  respective  owners.  The  City  therefore  com- 
pares most  favorably  in  that  respect  with  the  large  cities 
of  Canada  and  the  United  States.  As  a  class,  the  houses 
are  detached,  each  having  its  lawn  with  flowers  and 
shrubs.  Brick  and  stone  are  almost  universal,  the 
wooden  house  being  practically  unknown. 


POPULATION 
The  growth  of  population,  as  shown  by   the  assess- 
ment returns,  was  as  follows : — 


1834 

9,254 

1894 

167,653 

1909 

325,302 

1844 

.  18,420 

1904. 

226.045 

1910 

341,991 

1854 

38,480 

1905. 

238,642 

1911 

374,667 

1864 

.  45,156 

1906 

253,720 

1912 

417,250 

1874 

.  67,995 

1907. 

272,600 

1913 

445,575 

1884 

105,211 

1908 

287,201 

Toronto  has  186  banks  and  their  branches  and  only 
110  tavern  licences. 


ROUTE  OF  DRIVE 
Leaving  the  dock  at  the  foot  of  Yonge  Street  the  "  Trail 
of  the  Town  Planners"  starts  up  Bay  Street;  passes  the 
City  Hall,  which  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  Terauley 
Street,  later  to  be  widened  and  extended  so  as  to  create 
an  alternative  artery  parallel  to  Yonge  Street ;  Osgoode 
Hall,  which  houses  the  Law  Courts :  and  the  fine  shaft 
erected  to  the  memory  and  in  honor  of  the  Canadians 
who  died  defending  the  Empire  in  the  South  African 
War,  1899-1902.  Continuing  up  University  Avenue, 
which  has  the  Parliament  Buildings  as  its  northerly 
objective  point,  the  Trail  turns  eastward  between 
Osgoode  Hall  and  the  Armouries,  so  that  the  route  may 
be  through  the  centre  of  the  poorest  residential  or 
"slum"  section  of  the  City;  thence  north  to  College 
Street  with  the  splendidly  appointed  new  General 
Hospital  on  the  left  and  the  Toronto  Conservatory  of 
Music  on  the  opposite  corner.  The  Trail  now  turns 
into  Queen's  Park,  which  contains  the  Ontario  Legis- 
lative Buildings,  the  University  of  Toronto,  Knox 
College,   Wyclifle   College   and  Victoria  College,   with 


CONVOCATION    HALL 


the  many  tributary  buildings  necessary  for  complete 

university  life  and  education. 

The  Trail  now  turns  west  on  Bloor  Street    passing 

the  newW-opened  Royal  Ontario  Museum  with.ts  rea  ly 
fine  collection  of  archaeology,  mineralogy,  6"1°8V.  <  -• 
^"d  a  little  further  on  McMaster  Unwers.ty  and  the 
Observatory  of  the  Meteorological  Department.  It  next 
°r„s  northward  up  St.  George  Street  through  wha 
twenty  years  ago  was  a  new  and  out-vng  "^'dent.al 
dTstrilt  called  the-Annex-.  thence  west  a  few  blocks 
W  Walmer  Road,  down  to  Bloor  Street,  eastward  to 
SpaTina  Avenue,  which  in  earlier  day.  had  been  cut 

fhrough  the  woods  to  afford  a  ^^'^^l'^  ^f''l°lX^^ 
top  a  vista  through  to  the  laUe-       padma  .s  an  Jnd.an 
word  meaning     view  from  the  hiu.       i 
leads  southward  for  about  a  m.le   and  a-half  to  King 


street,  one  of  the  principal  east-and-west  thoroughfares 
of  the  City,  following  which  westward  through  a  manu- 
facturing section  it  passes  through  Exhibition  Park  and 
S"he  Dufferin  Street  exit  runs  to  King  Street^tn.nce 
westward  to   Roncesvalles  Avenue   and  "°;»»'^"<»  '° 
High  Park  Boulevard.    This  attractive  street  forms  one 
of  the  approaches  to  High  Park  which  is  entered  hrough 
fae  memorial  gateway  dedicated  to  the  late  John  a 
Howard,  founder  of  the  Park.    After  a  short  run  the 
Trail  comes  out  at  the  Lake  Shore  Road,  thence  on  to 
Jane  Street,  following  a  winding  course  up  the  beautiful 
valley  of  the  Humber.  past  the  "  0>^  «>";-'' ^7;, 
tinuing    north-westerly    to  the    Lambton    Golf   C  ub, 
where  Mr.  R.  Home  Smith  will  be  the  host  at  an  after- 
noon  tea. 

After  a  pleasant  half-hour  the  Trail  leads  eastward 
on  Dundas  Street  towards  the  City  through  what  was 
formerly  called  "WestToronto"  but  wh.ch  .s  now  w.thm 
the  city  limits,  thence  north  for  a  short  distance  to  St^ 
Clair  Avenue  whichhas  just  been  widened  to  onehundred 
feet  and  which  with  a  short  diversion  to  avoid  an  mcom^ 
pUte  bridge  over  a  ravine  at  Bathurst  Street  leads  to  the 
newCollegeHeightssection.muchofwhichwasamarke 

garden  iive  years  ago.  Passing  Bishop  Strachan  School 
fn  process  of  erection  at  the  corner  of  «;««;"» J  ^"'^^ 
and  Lonsdale,  a  good  view  is  obtained  of  he  historic 
Upper  Canada  College.  Descending  the  hill  by  way  of 
Avenue  Road  and  turning  eastward  on  Roxborough 
Street,  the  Trail  enters  the  beautiful  -"^  "<= --'''V 
reside;tial  section  of  Rosedale.  After  winding  through 
mazy  roads,  bordered  by  handsome,  detached  houses, 
Tossing  and  recrossing  the  ravines,  the  Trail  bnngs  us 
home  in  time  to  attend  the  evening  session  of  the 
Conference,  at  Convocation  Hall. 
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